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“While the immediate neighbor-
hood presents blight in its worst 
aspects, costing the people of 
Chicago untold millions, the area 
has tremendous possibilities for 
improvement. 

7KH�EXLOGLQJ�RI�7RPRUURZ·V�7HFK-
nology Center is an integral part 
of the vast plan to clear and rede-
velop the entire 7-square-mile area 
surrounding the Institute. Its sig-
QLÀFDQFH�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�EXVLQHVV��
real estate properties, revenue, 
and social values is incalculable.” 

The habitual use of language and 
rules in the execution of institu-
tional projects often obscures the 
previous social activity embodied 
in the things and events facilitat-
ing those projects. Consequently, 
individuals come to think of the 
detailed situations and social or-
der characterizing their project as 
natural and rather than as human-
ly created and culturally arbitrary. 

Allan Pred, “Place as Historical-

ly Contingent Process: Struc-

turation and the Time-Geog-

raphy of Becoming Places” 

´7KHUH�LVQ·W�QR�SODFH�HOVH�µ

I am interested in marginal spaces, effaced histories, and the role of institutions in the making of 

place. 

After learning about the history of The Mecca at the beginning of the quarter, I noticed numerous 

VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�,OOLQRLV�,QVWLWXWH�RI�7HFKQRORJ\·V�XUEDQ�UHQHZDO�SUDFWLFHV�RI�WKH�PLG���WK�
century that uprooted the Mecca and numerous other communities, and those that took place in 

and around the University of Chicago in a similar time frame; collaborations between governmen-

tal agencies, individuals, and private institutions attempted to erase “blight” from the urban land-

scape and replace it with sleek, forward-looking modernist structures. These land-use decisions 

have left a tangible impact on the morphology of these campuses and communities to this day, yet 

the destructive nature of these policies leave few, if any, indicators of what existed before. 

I am interested in exploring and subverting the rigid visual/architectural identities propagated by 

each institution–particularly, the Ivy-coated Collegiate Neogothic of UChicago, and the Mies van 

GHU�5RKH�0RGHUQLVP�RI�,,7²E\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKHLU�SHULSKHUDO��YDJXHO\�GHÀQHG�VSDFHV��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�
themselves are aging artifacts of these once-visionary Urban Renewal initiatives. 

By juxtaposing images of interstitial spaces with diagrams and text pulled from institutional re-

FRUGV�RI�8UEDQ�5HQHZDO��,�DLP�WR�VLWXDWH�WKH�0HFFD·V�GHVWUXFWLRQ�DV�SDUW�RI�ODUJHU�KLVWRULFDO�SDW-
terns and narratives of modernization and spatial interventions, examine the rhetoric that was 

used to justify these actions, and use the marginal spaces of these institutions to subvert and 

undermine the hegemonic narratives propagated by their cores. 




